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the Sultan know; and he will send a punitive expedition
as soon as possible."
Or there might come a mild protest on the part of the
Persian Governor, anent the arrival of some two hundred
armed Kurds, " to pay their respects to Tahir Pasha."
" What is the meaning of this armed invasion of Persian
territory, your Excellency ? "
" Well, well, these Persians are hard to deal with. We let
their pilgrims go over our frontier to Kerbela in droves,
and say nothing; and when a few good peaceable fellows
come over to pay their respects to the Sultan's representative
you have these complaints at once. So unneighbourly, you
know."
To drive a wily old Australian cow may be hard ; but it is
child's play to getting an old Turk to do business when his
instructions are to waste time.
So the frontier dispute dragged on ad infinitum till the
British Consul left it to settle itself, and went back to
Tabriz. The Russians could not allow a country where
they had large interests to go to rack and ruin through
anarchy, and the present practical occupation of northern
Persia was the result.